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Dear Friends:                      April 7, 2010 
 

As we write this letter, our hearts are filled with gratitude for all of the workers, encouragers, prayer 
partners and givers who have helped us recently and stood with us over the years. God is faithful! You have 
been faithful to help us see the vision of a permanent home for this ministry come to fruition.  Thank-you. 
This has truly been a marathon. God has been with us from the start.  He has sustained through every 
sprint. He has kept us strong for the rest of the race. 
 

Since closing on the Freeport property, we 
have been cleaning and painting the house, 
working to get it ready for our pastors and 
spouses to come for needed retreats of rest 
and renewal. We have suspended    retreats 
as we work on the house.  Currently, we turn 
down several pastors every week who are 
seeking a place for retreat. We are hoping to 
resume retreats in July, or sooner, at the 
new location. But, so much depends upon what will happen from now until then.  
 

We recently completed two enormous events (sprints): our Fifth Annual Dinner/Dessert Auction, and our 
6th Annual Pastors’ Wives’ Getaway. The response was awesome. The combined 
effort of so many helped make these events a great success.  The pastors’ wives 
attending this year’s Getaway were so blessed by the ministry and encouragement 
they experienced. One of the wives attending the Getaway said, “I had no idea how 
blessed I was going to be, coming to the Getaway! Your hard work and efforts made 
such a difference in my life. I also appreciate the fact that this was bathed in prayer. 
Nothing was coincidental, but all ordained… from the car-mates, to the room 
mates, to the small 
groups, speaker, worship 
leader and more.”  
 

Another pastor’s wife 
wrote: “God's timing is perfect. The day after I 
got home, my husband and the rest of the staff 
went to a conference and heard a speaker that 
encouraged the pastors about family and 
balance. He said it was life changing and 
inspiring for him. Could it have been my prayers 
at the retreat for balance in our life? I think so!ȱ 
... God was definitely in the midst of it!  
 

 
Recent retreat guests, Fletchers, Keiths, Bradleys, Weimers, & Abels 



Now that these “super sprints” are finished, we move ahead with preparing the house. If you attended our 
Open House, February 14, you saw this lovely facility with very little furnishings. Since then, we have been 
able to furnish one more bedroom. That still leaves much furniture to acquire.  
 

Ministry at 3085 West Forest Road requires a monthly expenditure of $5,000 (for utilities, insurance 
upkeep, retreat food and financing). With 25-30 retreats per year, we need a minimum of $63,000 
annually. Added fundraisers (like the Prime Rib Dessert Auction) help us with special ministry events such 
as the Pastors’ Wives’ Getaways. We currently take no salary from this ministry. 
 

We are in need of a solid monthly income from our supporters who understand the importance of this 
ministry for pastors and spouses across the country. 

 

God has helped us to minister to over 900 pastors and spouses since we began in 2004.   Please help us 
continue to bless and encourage pastors and spouses with a five-day Sabbath rest retreat. These are days 
when, more than ever, pastors need time for spiritual fortification; time to be with their spouse; time to be 
with the Lord.  Your continuing support is so vital to Deer Ridge Ministries and this effort to help pastors 
keep their life, their ministry and their marriage in healthy balance. 
 

We do understand the times in which we live. But we understand even more fully the great need this 
ministry serves. Please help us today with a financial gift, and even better, a monthly pledge. Monthly 
giving is a big help in meeting monthly obligations. We make every effort to run this ministry in a way that 
exhibits good stewardship while providing the best in loving hospitality for our valued guests. Your gifts are 
tax deductible. Your prayers are inestimable.  
 

Special gifts for furnishings are needed…as we have bedrooms to fill… 
couches to purchase…and so much more.  (Each bedroom costs 
approximately $5,000 to furnish.)  We are also hoping to purchase 
substantial dining room chairs (12) at a cost of $345.00 per chair.  Maybe 
you could purchase a chair with a portion of your tax return?  Pictured to 
the left is our Dining room table (with no chairs).  We cannot resume 
retreats until we have furniture for our guests to sleep or sit on.  

 

As we work to get the landscape in shape for the summer, we need some willing volunteers! We simply 
cannot get it all done by ourselves. So we’ve scheduled a  
 

Deer Ridge Ministries Work Day, Saturday, May 15, 8:30 a.m. ς 3:00 p.m. 
3085 West Forest Road, Freeport 

 

Most of the work will be outdoors. The landscape needs attention from some neglect over the past 
summer and fall. Landscape berms, bushes, trees and lawn need pruning and weeding and a general 
sprucing up. We need folks who enjoy the outdoors and love to work those special touches in the yard. Can 
you help us? We could also use a few people who actually do windows! Some carpentry may come into 
play, also. Perhaps your church men’s group, small group, or other church ministry can help.  Please call us 
at 815.543.6250 or e-mail Deckers@drmretreats.org if you are willing to help.  
 

We cannot thank you for the concern and loving support you have provided. Please continue to help us run 
this race for Christ and His Church. 
 

Sincerely on behalf of God’s servant pastors, 
 
 
David and Louise Decker 
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