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e Walkind I n You

When we run into friends or people acquainted with Deer Ridge Ministries, the first ques-
® CareGivers Forum tion they askis, il s it real | y Obdopglyewhat theyam@ asking about is

fithe property, a permanent home for Deer Ridge Ministries.
e  Christmas Shopping - Easy!

I f you havendédt been reading the |l ast few new
* Whatguests say.. news of Deer Ridgeé.here is the scoop. Over
e 2010 Wives Getaway for and seeking a permanent home for Deer Ri(_jge Ministrit_es. (We have leased beautifu_l
Bed & Breakfast l ocations in the past Si X Yy
tors). After several opportunities for a new location have come and gone, God has met
Retreat our needs with an amazing answer. We are purchasing a property in Freeport, the very
“Dollars & Cents” community where we started this ministry.

Approximately one month from now, we
will be closing on purchase of the house
located 3085 W. Forest Road. We have
been very excited to see how God has
per couple per week. supplied (and continues to supply) the
resources for this adventure. We are
blessed and amazed as so many of you
who receive this newsletter have sacrifi-
cially given to help this dream become a

» Five-day retreats cost
roughly $2500. That
breaks down to about $500

¢ $500 pays for:
*five nights at a beautifully
appointed location

*28 meals served reality.
*Educational materials
*Library provided The house is 6,650 square feet, located

) on a picturesque 5 acre parcel in a rural
That is about $250 per person | getting with quiet wooded walkways and

for the week. very little maintenance and upkeep.
The house has five bedrooms and five
The need for your bathrooms!
faithful financial
. . What we have |l earned through this journey 1is
support is critical! taking our hands off and letting God be in control. We continue to partner with

, Him...because He is the owner and we are the managers.
Your monthly or quarterly fi-

nancial commitment will make | What’s Nexté . you ask? The property will be purch
it possible for dedicated pas- to hold retreats (currently fully booked with guests) in January and February at the Pinehill
tors to come for needed rest Inn in Oregon, IL. Why? Because although we are purchasing the house...we have very
and spiritual renewal. little furniture! There will need to be some time for purchasing furniture, and painting and

decorating to take place as we make the house ready for our first pastor guests.

Please send checks to: What can you do to help? Help us furnish the house. We are looking for churches, indi-

Deer Ridge Ministries. viduals, organizations, families, anonymous Christmas elves, whoever, to help purchase a
401 Meadow Street iroomd or a dedicated piece of furniture.
Polo, IL 61064 fiend of the yearo giving project. We woul d

O b look: tl
urweb page fooks grea We also need churches of former pastor guest

full of furniture. We will not only be needing furniture for all rooms, but lamps, artwork,
http://vwwwDRMretreats.org book shelves, desks, electronics, and all th
Daloul087@essexl.com sider putting Deer Ridge on your Christmas list. We take gift cards and cash!

See us at:
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Walking In Your Shoes...again

Al wanna walk, A mile in your sh
you're thinkind, what yod fellin

This song was written in the 806s and expresses
difficult to sense what others may be feeling unless we know what it was like to walk a mile in

es, wanna wal Kk

o
6 so | reallly v

their shoes.

A few weeks ago | was invited to take a position as interim pastor. It will be a six month term in an established
church. It will give me the opportunity to again experience the day-to-day responsibilities and challenges of pastoral
ministry.

During this time we will continue to hold retreats and ready our new ministry home for many more years of rest and
spiritual refreshing for pastors and spouses.

Since the day we began hosting retreats for pastors six years ago, it has been such a humbling experience to host
these friends. God has taken our brokenness and failings and used it all to welcome, comfort and encourage our
treasured guests. There is nothing they share with us that | have not seen or experienced first -hand. The Re-
deemer has shown me that we can be effective in means of hospitality and listening, showing our ministry friends
that nothing is impossible with God. When we partner with Jesus, miracles will take place.

These next months will be a time of preparation. Rooms will be decorated, walls painted, carpet and windows
cleaned. Much prayer and planning wil!/| be invested. And,
mile in your shoes...again.o We want to provide the be:

David

Please keep praying for stamina, patience, and good traveling weather!

CareGivers Forum 2009

In October, we attended the national CareGivers Forum in Green Lake, WI. Caregiv-
ers is an annual gathering of people across the United States and elsewhere who are
involved in the ministry of caring for professional Christian workers and their families.
The Forum provides opportunities for personal relationships, professional networking
and shared learning.

The Forum began in 1989 as a venue for ministry leaders to gather and share their WCKETR J;
concerns and visions. Over the years it has evolved into a network of like-minded e e
people concerned about supporting each @ﬁlgngffggfi?t:g'ra tlf;i‘r]@h'i‘ ste
Region, and Associate National Direc-
We had not attended the Forum in five years and were glad to have the opportunity to : tor of PastorCare, The National Clergy

reconnect with some friends in ministry. It greatly encouraged us to find others heed- : Support Network.
ing the call to serve those in leadership throughout the country. We were able to net-
work with several ministries which will serve as sources of referrals for our guests and pastors who call us for help.
Some of the folks we visited with are names you will recognize such as Focus on the Family, PastorCare Ministries,
Barnabas Ministries, Marble Retreat Center, Pastor Retreat Network, Psalm One (Linda Kline), Stone Gate, Fairhaven,
and many others.

Unfortunately, what we hear from pastors on a regular basis was confirmed at this meeting. The trend is not going in

the right direction. More and mor e, ministries are havi |
ously disrespected those in pastoral leadership. Pastors and their families continue to be thrown into crisis situations.
Churches make snap decisions, Elders are sometimes more interested in political power than in the health of the

church or pastor. Pastors are without good council or friendships, and on and on the list goes. At Deer Ridge, we seek

to be on the fApreventiond side of helping those in minis:
ance. We want to provide a safe place of rest, encouragement, and reconnection, where pastors and spouses can take

a step back from ministry and gain perspective, insight, and inner strength for their lives. They are divinely called to
preach and | ead Godés people as His gift to the church.
able to reach others for Jesus Christ.
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‘4 iHonorarium Gift Opportunity %

Make your shopping quick and easy by giving funds to]| make
suggested we allow individuals to donate to Deer Ridge Ministries in the name of each of their adult family members
and friends with whom they normally exchange gifts. They wanted to give a Christmas Honorarium Gift which hon-
ors their | oved onfdmtoCth this mibistrais patioalarly gting hecause it is a gift which will
underwrite the spiritual and physical refreshment of pastors who serve in full time ministry. We came up with a card
to be mailed to each recipient of a Christmas Honorarium Gift. A card acknowledging your gift will be sent to you to
send on to loved ones. Or the card can be sent by us to the recipient, in your name. This has proved to be a mean-
ingful way to honor loved ones, so we are again offering everyone the opportunity to participate. Simply donate a
Christmas gift in any amount for someone whose Christian walk and witness you want to honor. You may do this by
returning the order form to us at Deer Ridge Ministries. The card acknowledging your gift will have the following in-
scription (names and dollar amounts appropriate, or dollar amounts omitted, if requested):

DealRon & Sye

John & Mary Smitlave chosen to honor your Christian faith this Christma
giving a financial contributicimne amount $if00to Deer Ridge Ministries in your
name. This gift will be used to help fund this retreat ministry for pastors and their
spouses during 2010.
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Christmas Blessings.
David & Louise Decker

We think this is an excellent way to provide a meaningful Christmas gift for important people in your life. Itis also a
creative way to support pastoral retreat ministry during the holidays. If you wish to participate, please complete the
enclosed form and we will take care of the rest. Your gift will be multiplied beyond your imagination. We know God
will bless the giver and the gift. — —
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Here is what our recent guests said:

AMy week at Deer Ridge was one of |gohadotoherst of m
tions worked out, but, even more important, God was able to get on a new level with me.

Thank you so much for your ministry.o

AiYou make us comfortable, free to fibedo and our
pal ace, no, resident s, |l i ke itds our own ho

AThis week has so greatly exceeded our expeps el i
setting. As busy fidoerso it was hard for u ’ ; Jluli et
experience God in stillness! You have help | |t ank
AWords could never express what you and Dee‘ els ha
marriage and our ministry. | admire you and your faithfulness to your calling. We believe in you == .

and what you do. I't has Kingdom I mpact! o

AWe did not have the money at this time to 1rijough

gave us time to talk about our marriage and opened our eyes to some things and | thank you.

Thank-y ou very, very much. 0 e o . .
n Wednesday, the ladies have a

nce to share a lunch together.

AiOur church is negligent in showing apprec'ié]fd'Loﬂi&ge{sgutoﬁrBlgtéﬁénl)"‘ ways
The atmosphere of calm mixed with times of laughter and connecting with others was perfect. ipj ¢t ured above get|tling -

I was overwhel med by the tender care we rec§e|>vierdg.-osf, are Sheir|lyll Di
i McGee, Leslie Merrill and Amanda
iThis ministry helped us at our very urgent{Wiidmme of need. 0
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providing the gift of needed rest and renewal
for pastors and their spouses

?2010 Pastorso Wi

' Before you know it, the 2010 Wives Getaway will be here! The dates have been set for March 21-March
24 Mark your calendars now and feel free to register at our web site: www.drmretreats.org on the

N
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gnReglstratlon page. o0 We wi || be welcoming our ry | S
'cuss fAHeart Matters. o Sherryl and husband, Cha been
;of Ginger Creek Community Church, Aurora, IL. They have three grown children, Heather, Joshua and

; Tiffany. She and her family have survived many faith-st r et chi ng chall enges,

imo r and chromic illness, as wel | as Heat her 6s i nege |
1

'Sherryl 6s passions in ministry are helping people take lfultyé ne:

Ithrough the difficulties in their lives. Most recently, Sherryl collaborated with a therapist and a psychologist to develop a peer
i counseling and training ministry called the Guidance Support ministry at Ginger Creek. !
iSherryl was a cont r i buDaughtetsdGore dMild, Pad’s IGane Cfazy. $he lwak glso written several artl-.
Ecl es for AGi fted for Leadership, Ai a Christianity Today Supeb ne
; port at Ginger Creek. She also serves on the Sunday morning Teaching Team. i
'Sherryl grew up in Mississippi and has kept her dellghtfuel' S 0o u
Ifrom Mississippi College and a Masters of Religious Education from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Sherryl has a ;
i heart for women and enjoys mentoring and leading small groups. We have been privileged to have Charles and Sherryl as our.
-guests for a retreat at Deer Ridge. We are confident you will enjoy getting to know Sherryl and hear what she has to say aboutI
'nHeart Matters. o

;Our 2010 fnGetawayo wild.l again be held at Crossroads Community
icharge to pastorsd wives and all meals and |l odging are trieg!'!l ude
'Attendance is |Iimited to the first 50 women who registeRidge:This

E Ministries. Continue to watch the newsletter for upcoming details. In the meantime, if you are interested, please register soon. i



